The need of human society for mineral resources and the quest for origin of their anomalous accumulations have been stimuli of geological research since its early days. Our knowledge of ore deposits has rapidly accelerated due to ever-growing exploration for non-traditional and high-tech materials to satisfy current technological advances. At the same time, scientific understanding of ore-forming processes has dramatically benefited from expansion and application of novel microanalytical, experimental and computational techniques. This special issue presents recent scientific advances and emerging issues in these fields of economic geology.
